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TALKING POINTS 


I. Paper is an exhaustive list of options 


A. Effort to state the views of the proponents and 
the criticisms of others. 


II. There are major differences about the facts 

. 

A. Summarized at Tab B 

B. Most senior officials of the Johnson Administration 
are in Group A (optimists). Clifford, Harriman, 
Vance and Katzenbach, are the exceptions. 

C. Key questionsis "are we winning?" 

D. Differences should be narrowed by asking 
questions of the relevant agencies, but major 
differences will remain. 


III. Objectives of Initial Discussion (prior to 21 January) 

A. Narrow options to be seriously considered. 

B. Agree that revised options paper should be sent 
to Agencies for comment on 21 January. 

C. Agree that list of questions prepared by NSC 
staff should be sent to Agencies on 21 January 
(sample list attached) 

D. Agree that cables to Paris, Saigon and MACV 
should be prepared by 21 January giving them 
instructions so that options are held open. 

In particular, it should be made clear to U.S. 
delegation in Paris and USEEmbassy Saigon that 
we do no.t wish to foreclose either the option 
to negotiate apolitical settlement or the 
option to negotiate only a mutual withdrawal. 





